
NJ HIB LAW

Harassment, Intimidation,
and Bullying (HIB)

At Paterson Charter School for Science & Technology,
we expect all members of our school community to abide

by our district’s HIB Policy and encourage each to
report incidences of harassment, intimidation, or

bullying by completing an 
HIB 338 Incident Form for Families. 

Upon receiving a report of the alleged HIB, the School
Safety Team will take the appropriate steps in response,
in accordance with the New Jersey Anti-Bullying Bill of

Rights Act. 

clr@2025

https://nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/index.shtml
https://nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/index.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/docs/HIB_Incident_Form_ForFamilies.pdf


Legal Definition of 

Harassment, Intimidation or Bullying
Definition from NJSA: 18A:37-14: "Harassment, intimidation or bullying" means any gesture, any written, verbal or physical act, or any
electronic communication, whether it be a single incident or a series of incidents, that is reasonably perceived as being motivated either by
any actual or perceived characteristic, such as race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity and
expression, or a mental, physical or sensory disability, or by any other distinguishing characteristic, that takes place on school property, at
any school-sponsored function, on a school bus, or off school grounds as provided for in section 16 of P.L.2010, c.122 (C.18A:37-15.3), that
substantially disrupts or interferes with the orderly operation of the school or the rights of other students and that:
a. a reasonable person should know, under the circumstances, will have the effect of physically or emotionally harming a student or damaging the

student's property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of physical or emotional harm to his person or damage to his property;

b. has the effect of insulting or demeaning any student or group of students; or

c. creates a hostile educational environment for the student by interfering with a student's education or by severely or pervasively causing physical

or emotional harm to the student.



In Order to have HIB, We Must Have:
Motivation:  Reasonably perceived as being motivated …by any…distinguishing characteristic AND
Nexus:  Substantially disrupted or interfered with orderly operation of school or rights of other students
AND
Harm:  One or more of the following:

1.Expectation of Harm:  Offender knew action would physically or emotionally harm victim or damage
victim’s property OR

2.Expectation of Harm:  Victim feared physical or emotional harm or damage to personal property OR
3.Actual Harm:  Insulted or demeaned student or group OR
4.Actual Harm:  Created hostile educational environment by doing one or both of the following:
5.Interfering with student’s education OR
6.Severely or pervasively causing physical or emotional harm



PCSST 2023-2024 HIB District and School Grade Report Cards
The HIB District and School grades are determined through a New Jersey Department of Education self-

assessment based upon the measures outlined in the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights. 
This self-assessment is completed annually by each School Safety Team. 

2023-24 PCSST HIB Grade Report

Bullying Prevention (HIB)
Reports of bullying may be submitted to the appropriate School Anti-bullying Specialist (listed below)

or the building administration. An anonymous report may be dropped off on our 
STOPIT APP [insert link] , mailed to PCSST 196 W Railway Avenue-Paterson, New Jersey 07503 

or to any of the school locations listed below.
Paterson Charter School for Science & Technology is committed to creating a positive and safe school
environment through a robust social-emotional learning curriculum, a comprehensive School-Based

Mental Health model, and emphasis on the development of essential characteristics including respect,
kindness, and empathy. Various intervention programs and activities teach students the importance of

being an upstander, not a bystander. The district-wide Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiative further
supports the fundamental expectation that all students participate in a learning environment where they

find meaning, respect, and acceptance. 



HAZING 
Hazing is a form of bullying as defined by the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) and is strictly
prohibited under PCSST’s district policy 5541. Like other forms of bullying, hazing involves intentional
conduct that causes physical, emotional, or psychological harm to an individual, often as a condition of group
acceptance. It creates a hostile environment by instilling fear, humiliation, or distress, which aligns with the
criteria for harassment, intimidation, and bullying (HIB). Hazing violates students' rights to a safe and
supportive school environment and is subject to the same investigative and disciplinary procedures outlined in
the district’s HIB policies, ensuring accountability and protection for all students.

ANTI-HAZING POLICY 5541 & RESPONSE PROCEDURES
PCSST  is committed to providing a safe and inclusive environment for all students. Hazing, in any form, is strictly prohibited and
will not be tolerated. Resposense procedures can be found on the following link:

ANTI-HAZING POLICY 5541

https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5541&id=e6758410730f424d979e1d910d059880
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5541&id=e6758410730f424d979e1d910d059880


HIB Incident form 338 for Family Reporting|2025-2026

District Policy 5512 - HARASSMENT,
INTIMIDATION, OR BULLYING

HIB 338 form|Local Educational Agency (LEA)
Personnel 

District Policy 5600 - STUDENT
DISCIPLINE/CODE OF CONDUCT (M)

Common Sense Media

Garden State Equalityhttps://www.nj.gov/education/safety/s
andp/hib/docs/ParentGuide.pdf

Gay, Lesbian, and Straight
Education Network (GLSEN)

Stop Bullying- US Department of Health
and Human Services

Parents, Families, and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG)

New Jersey Coalition for Bullying
Awareness and Prevention

Cyberbullying Research
Center

https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/docs/HIB_Incident_Form_ForFamilies.pdf
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5512&id=e6758410730f424d979e1d910d059880
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5512&id=e6758410730f424d979e1d910d059880
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/docs/HIB_Incident_Form_ForLEAs.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/docs/HIB_Incident_Form_ForLEAs.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/docs/HIB_Incident_Form_ForLEAs.pdf
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5600&id=e6758410730f424d979e1d910d059880
https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=5600&id=e6758410730f424d979e1d910d059880
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.gardenstateequality.org/
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/docs/ParentGuide.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/safety/sandp/hib/docs/ParentGuide.pdf
https://www.glsen.org/
https://www.glsen.org/
https://www.stopbullying.gov/index.html
https://www.stopbullying.gov/index.html
https://pflag.org/
https://pflag.org/
https://www.njbullying.org/
https://www.njbullying.org/
https://cyberbullying.org/about-us
https://cyberbullying.org/about-us


District Anti-Bullying Coordinator(ABC): 
Ms. Patricia Stephenson |Director of Student Personnel Services|973-247-0600 ext. 1343| patricia.stephenson@pcsst.org

Anti-Bullying Specialists:
K-1 Campus| 55 Main St, Paterson, NJ 07505|Mr. Shawn Diggs|973-333-4729 ext. 3201| shawn.diggs@pcsst.org

2-3 Campus| 53 E 34th St, Paterson, NJ 07514 |Dr. Brittany Harden|973-910-8090 ext. 4109| brittany.harden@pcsst.org
Wabash Campus| 276 Wabash Ave, Paterson, NJ 07503|Mrs. Carolina Bermeo|973-345-4400 ext. 2112| carolina.bermeo@pcsst.org

Main Campus| 196 W Railway Ave, Paterson, NJ 07503|Ms. Carmen Lillian Rivera |973-247-0600 ext. 1247| carmen.rivera@pcsst.org

StopBullying.gov - provides information from various government agencies on
how kids, teens, young adults, parents, educators and others in the community
can prevent or stop bullying.
Keeping Our Kids Safe, Healthy in School - the New Jersey DOE has become a leader
in the establishment of a strong statutory, regulatory, policy and program framework
to support the prevention, remediation and reporting of HIB in schools.
Setting Facebook Privacy Settings - a “how-to”, written by Elizabeth K. Englander of
the Massachusetts Aggression Reduction Center (MARC), with specific instructions
for changing settings to increase privacy on Facebook.
Facebook Safety - contains information and answers to a variety of safety questions
related to Facebook and includes a "Safety for Parents" and "Safety for Teens"
section.

mailto:patricia.stephenson@pcsst.org
mailto:shawn.diggs@pcsst.org
mailto:brittany.harden@pcsst.org
mailto:carolina.bermeo@pcsst.org
mailto:carmen.rivera@pcsst.org
http://www.stopbullying.gov/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/students/safety/behavior/hib/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/students/safety/behavior/hib/
http://webhost.bridgew.edu/marc/FaceBook%20Security%20Settings%20and%20Situations.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/help/?safety


Directory

P C S S T

Ms. Patricia Stephenson-Director of Guidance
12th Grade Counselor

📞 Phone:973-247-0600 ext. 1343
📧 Email:patricia.stephenson@pcss.org

Ms.Yenniffer Nunez (Grade 11)
📞 Phone:973-247-0600 ext. 1231
📧 Email:yenniffer.nunez@pcsst.org

Mr. Joseph Palestina (Grade 10)
📞 Phone:973-247-0600 ext. 1235
📧 Email:joseph.palestina@pcsst.org
Ms.Florinda Abedinoska(Grade 9)
📞 Phone:973-247-0600 ext.1157

📧 Email:florinda.abedinoska@pcsst.org
Mrs. Shontell Johnson (Grade 8)
📞 Phone:973-247-0600 ext. 1210

📧 Email: shontell.johnson@pcsst.org
Mrs. Carolina Bermeo(Grade 7)
📞 Phone:973-345-4400 ext. 2112
📧 Email:carolina.bermeo@pcsst.org

Ms. Rana Varoqua (Grades 5-6)
📞 Phone:973-345-4400 ext.2222
📧 Email: rana.varoqua@pcsst.org

Ms.Fethiye Otles(Grades 4-5)
📞 Phone:973-345-4400 ext. 2232
📧 Email: fethiye.otles@pcsst.org
Dr. Brittany Harden (Grades 2-3)
📞973-910-8090 ext. 4109

📧Email: brittany.harden@pcsst.org
Ms. Sanian Bailey (Grades K-3)
📞973-333-4729 ext. 3301|

📧Email: sanian.bailey@pcsst.org
Mr. Shawn Diggs (Grades K-1)
📞973-333-4729 ext. 3201

📧Email: shawn.diggs@pcsst.org
Ms. Carmen Lillian Rivera (C-SSW)
📞 Phone:973-247-0600 ext. 1247
📧 Email:carmen.rivera@pcsst.org
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